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Primary Two Newsletter – Session 2017-2018
Term Three














9th January 2018

Dear Parents,

It’s hard to believe that the holidays are over and we are, already, nine days into the New Year! The children all seem to have had a fantastic Christmas break. I have heard lots of stories about a cheerful gentleman wearing red. Quite how he finds room for all of the cookies, brownies and mince pies I’ll never know!!!!
This is another very busy term for us, with lots of work to be covered.  We are intending to cover a lot more French, this term, we have touched on it over the past two terms, but this term the focus will be increased and we should be establishing a simple vocabulary jotter for the children to “show off” their skills at home!.  We shall continue our spelling and grammar work, and keep going with the excellent start made last term with “Big Writing”, preparation for which will continue to be included within our homework – I truly believe that the children need prior thinking time about topics or themes to be able to write about them.  Further to spelling, I am re-introducing Dictation which will take place most, if not all, Tuesdays, using the spelling words learned to date.
The children will continue to work within our reading scheme. The progress in reading with each child has been marked, increasing in fluency, expression and accuracy and we look towards this continuing. 
We continue to work with addition and subtraction within 20, extending beyond as appropriate. We are working with number, within a hundred but discussing beyond to offer some prior knowledge making it easier and more natural to the children when we come to it.  We are trying to ensure the children have a full understanding of number to aid more complex calculations in the future.  Additional practice with number bonds (in English and French) should also aid this. 
Weekly Timetable Term3 

Monday 

- ICT

 
  Assembly

Tuesday 
– Science (Senses and how our bodies work First Level)
Wednesday 
– PE (social dance and ball skills)
Thursday 
– Art (Furthering knowledge and experience of line, colour pattern, painting and collage)
Friday 

– Library (Learning about books and encouraging reading)
             
  
  Buddy-time with P4/5 (Developing social and emotional skills)

 
  Golden Time (Health and well-being and social and emotional skills)
Please ensure a PE kit is available in school for the whole school week, coming in on a Monday and going home, for washing, on Friday, this also aids in the event of any accidents or spillages.  Please check that your child has a named pencil-case with sharp pencils, an eraser and colouring pencils.
Library will be on Fridays, so please remember to return books each Friday.

Obviously, we rely on you to consider some additional activities at home to encourage your child’s development and progress through learning, especially if your child has been absent or in the eventuality of adverse weather conditions and school is required to close.  Here are some activities you may be able to use if your child is recuperating from illness, or if the weather has been extremely bad:-

· Draw the scene from your window; add as much detail as you can.

· Make paper snowflakes or window decorations.

· Draw 6 (or more) children/snowmen.  Dress each one for the weather.  Each one must look different.

· Cut out the above snowmen/children and add them to a seasonal picture.

· Make 4 snowballs, take them inside.  Put each one into a small bowl.  Place each one in a different place.  Which snowball takes longest to melt?  Have a melting race!  How can you speed things up?  Draw your results.

· Measure the snow in your garden.  Before you go out, guess where you will find the deepest/least snow.

· Put food out for the birds and then watch.  How many different kinds of bird?  Count them and draw them.

· Design the perfect snowy/spring/summer outfit.

· Design your own sledge/bike/scooter.

· How many winter/spring/summer/autumn words can you think of?

· Make a fantastic model with Lego, blocks, K’nex, junk etc.  Then draw it carefully to show to the class.

· Go outside – make a snowman/bear/dog/house/igloo etc.  Draw it or take a photograph to show to others in school.

· Think up your own snowy/seaside/spring/mountain adventure for the characters in your reading books to have.  Ask someone to help you write the words and draw the pictures to make your own book – 3 or 4 pages would be fine, or more, if you have a fantastic idea!

· Make paper chains out of strips cut from old magazines/catalogues/wallpaper.

· Continue to read for enjoyment!  Read any books that you have at home or that you have taken out from the library.  You could choose a favourite book you have read, or had read to you by an adult.  When you return to school you could tell us all about your favourite book/story and why it is your favourite.

· Don’t ever forget – practising your reading, spelling words and number bonds is always a fantastic idea!

There are lots of websites that are full of great ideas.  Remember, you could use programs such as “Paint” or “2 Simple” if you have the applications at home. Others, include:

· http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools
· http://www.familylearning.og.uk
· http://www.tutpup.com
· http://www.crayola.com
· http://www.spellingcity.com/
· www.sumdog.com
· www.topmarks.co.uk
Dates for your diary! 

January 2018 

Mon 8th - Pupils and Staff return to school 

Thu 11th - Parent Council EGM 7pm 

Mon 15th to 19th - Registration Week for Primary 1 pupils starting in August 2018 

Mon 22nd - 2nd Feb - Early Learning and Childcare admissions 

Thu 25th - Senior Pupils’ Burns Events for Senior Citizens-am & pm by invitation 

February 

Thu 8th, Fri 9th & Mon 12th Mid Term Holiday-School closed to pupils and staff. 

Tues 13th & Wed 14th -Staff In-Service Days-School closed to pupils 

Mon 19th – Fri 23rd Interim Pupil Reports-2 being issued by the end of this week 

Fri 23rd - School Photographer- Sibling or individual photographs 

Mon 26th Feb-12th March-Fair Trade Fortnight 

March 

Fri 23rd – Sports Relief Day ‘Dress as you Please’ & Foodbank Collection 

Thu 29th - Last day of Term Fri 30th – Good Friday - School closed to pupils and staff 

April 

Mon 2nd - Fri 13th April - Easter Holidays-School closed to pupils and staff. 

Mon 16th April - Pupils & staff return to school

I hope this information is useful.  As always, if you are unsure, or need to talk to me, please 'phone, make an appointment or pop a note into the homework diary.

Wishing you all a Happy, healthy and enjoyable 2018!
Regards,
Shona Bloice


