                                                                                                January 2021
Dear Parent,
Happy New Year! I hope you managed to enjoy some precious family time over the Christmas period despite the restrictions. I’m pretty sure everyone’s Christmas looked a bit different this year but equally sure that you made the best of it. Thank goodness Santa was not confined to Covid restrictions!

So as teaching and learning will once again be online, we are using Google classroom. Apart from the pupils who were in my class last year and pupils with older siblings, I know that the majority of you will have had limited experience of this, apart from the weekly Spelling and the Show and Tell event, which at least has prepared you a bit. With that in mind, I have written and attached a Help Document for Google Classroom with practical help on how it will work for you and your child and how to hand back the work set. I hope you find it useful, even if you have used Google classroom before. 
I have also attached a timetable of how a school day at home could look if you are keen to have your children working school hours, as was indicated by some parents during the last lockdown. Obviously, this is only one suggested way of working and I expect in most homes this will look quite different because of limits on time and space, but it’s there if you even just want to use the links for suggested activities any day. There is absolutely no expectation to follow this. You know what works best for you and your home situation. 
At the start of term, P3 pupils will be consolidating work on Times Tables, mainly the 2, 5 and 10, but with opportunity to extend that for pupils who are comfortable with these already. I will continue with the Tables Challenge where pupils complete 50 computations in 3 minutes and if they get them all correct twice in a row, can progress to the next level. Pupils enjoy this as they are keen to beat their previous scores and it challenges some pupils who are confident to learn other tables too. I encourage you to keep practising the tables at home with your child to build up their confidence and speed of recall. We will be working on both multiplication and division. We will also work on simple fractions which fits along very nicely with times tables and dividing. 
Later in the term when we are hopefully back in the school building, the main topic will be numbers to 1000 where we will be working on place value and ordering numbers. Pupils will identify what each digit in a 3 figure number represents eg what does the 3 represent in the number 532. We will be identifying which numbers come before and after eg what comes before 600 or what comes after 299.  Pupils will be counting on in 1s, 10s and 100s eg 296+10 etc
P4 pupils will initially be consolidating subtraction and addition of tens and units, using both mental strategies and using the written ‘chimney sum’ method, to which they have already been introduced. P4 will also be carrying out activities with fractions and tables but focussing on tables like the 4,6,8 etc and identifying the links between them and they will be introduced to the term ‘denominator’. 

Both P3 and P4 will continue to work on Measure and looking at volume and area. Later in the term they will be studying Time. This will include days of the week and months of the year and they will be working on ‘half past’ using both analogue and digital ways of telling the time and linking them together. P4 will also be working on quarter to and past.
Pupils will be continuing with weekly Jolly Grammar and Spelling at their different stages. We will continue to develop comprehension through reading, topic work, and cloze passages. As well as reading the instructions for their work and any associated reading material, I would encourage your child to keep reading their own books for pleasure during lockdown and also that you keep reading to your child (as I’m sure you do as a matter of course anyway) The pupils love to listen to stories in school and it develops their vocabulary and phraseology which helps when it comes to them writing their own stories.
Our topic this term is The Romans. It is obviously a historical based topic and we will study sub topics such as the Roman Empire and its army, Roman housing and family life, inventions, Roman entertainment, their Gods and Roman Numerals. 
The pupils have really been growing in confidence with their daily French. They have been learning some greetings, colours, numbers to 50 and some food words. They are eager to learn and are picking up a lot of other French vocabulary and phrases when hearing it on a day-to-day basis. We will continue with French during lockdown, albeit in a different way. 
As with previous terms, Miss Mellis will be teaching in our class on Mondays and she will post one activity on Tuesdays too. I will be in our class from Tuesday to Friday. If you have any concerns or questions, no matter how small, please message either of us and we will endeavour to help you.
Stay safe and well
Kind regards 

Gillian Stewart
Shona Mellis
