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Over the coming weeks we look forward to supporting your child as they prepare to make the transition into Primary 1.  This booklet provides information about the move and some suggestions of activities that you can undertake at home with your child.  This will all be covered at the Induction TEAMS meeting - 19th May 2021 at 2:00pm/6:30pm.  Click here to join the meeting
[image: image6.wmf]Our school website has also been updated with many resources to inform and support you as a family with this important transition for your child.  

https://fishermoss.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/primary-1-transition/
Activities for New Primary 1 Pupils 2021
Thinglink
Enjoy exploring our Thinglink which takes you on a virtual tour of our school, it has videos, photographs and information to share with your child.  Click on the videos and photos to make them larger to view.  If they don’t open very well try another browser, Google Chrome often works the best.  This will continue to be added to throughout this term. 
https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1447186669278068737
Learning Packs
Your child will have the opportunity to borrow a Learning Pack.  Each pack will contain some of the following:  a book to be shared with a grown up, a rhyme card, another activity e.g. a game, lacing/threading to support fine motor skills, a puzzle, an activity sheet, etc.

Learning Packs Aims– 
· To encourage parents to take an active part in their child’s learning and development.

· To encourage parent and child to have special fun/activity time together.

· To explore some activities that your child will experience in Primary 1.

Learning Pack - Exchange Arrangements (Nursery) – 
Friday – Children to borrow a Learning Pack for the weekend. (fortnightly)
Monday – Children to return the Learning Pack to nursery. (This will allow more than 72 hours for the pack and contents to be quarantined before another child borrows it) 
Bourtree and Great Western Nurseries have agreed to support us with the Learning Packs.  If your child does not attend Fishermoss/Bourtree/Great Western and would like to borrow a Learning Pack, please email the school.  fishermoss.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Outdoor Activities (including a snack) with Miss Anderson (DHT)
Tues 15th June – 2-3pm (Fishermoss Blue class and Portlethen Nursery)
· Blue class will be taken to the outside area with Fishermoss Nursery staff who will remain and support the session.  The Blue class should be picked up as usual from nursery at their normal pick up time.
· Miss Anderson will meet Portlethen children at the top gate of our playground near the nursery building at 2pm.  Parents should collect their child here at 3pm.
Wed 16th June – 2-3pm (Bourtree and Great Western 1 & 2)
· Bourtree children will be taken to the outside area with a member of the Bourtree Team, a member of staff from Fishermoss will meet them there.  Parents should collect their child at the top gate near to our nursery at 3pm.

· Miss Anderson will meet Great Western children at the top gate of our playground near our nursery building at 2pm.  Parents should collect their child here at 3pm.

Thurs 17th June – 2-3pm (Fishermoss Red class and Hillside Nursery)
· Red class will be taken to the outside area with Fishermoss Nursery staff who will remain and support the session.  The Red class are to be picked up as usual from nursery at their normal pick up time.

· Miss Anderson will meet Hillside children at the top gate of our playground near the nursery building at 2pm.  Parents should collect their child here at 3pm.

Please note a Risk Assessment will be completed to ensure these sessions run safely e.g. sanitiser will be available, bubbles will not mix, no toys will be shared across different nursery bubbles, adults will wear masks, adults, including parents at drop off and pick up, will socially distance, appropriate cleaning will take place, etc.  
Snack will be Pom Bear crisps and a small bottle of flavoured water.  Please let us know if your child has an allergy to this snack.
Please ensure that your child wears appropriate clothing and that they have been to the toilet before coming to the session.  Thank you 😊
Meet the Teacher 
This year our Primary 1 Meet the Teacher may be held outside or virtually through Microsoft TEAMS.  A letter will follow soon to confirm this decision along with the date, time and if necessary, the link to the TEAMS meeting.  At the ‘Meet the Teacher’ the teacher will introduce themselves, read a story and talk about all the exciting things your child will experience in Primary 1.
After Summer
To ensure your child has an enjoyable start to their school career and to allow staff more time to get to know each child, Aberdeenshire Council operate part time attendance for the first 2 weeks.  Your child will start school in a small group either am or pm.  This enables the teacher to get to know each child individually.  This information will be confirmed later this term once classes have been confirmed, this will include lining up arrangements.
Full-time attendance for P1 children will begin at the start of week three - Monday 30th August 2021.  
There will be a P1 Curriculum Event held early in term 1 explaining the curriculum and activities that your child will undertake.  There will also be a Parent Consultation for you to discuss your child’s progress.  You are of course welcome to contact the school at any time to speak to a member of staff.  Information on the above events will be given out at the beginning of next session (Aug 2021).

After School Club

Portlethen Academy Community Centre After School Club provide after school provision, if you wish to make use of this service they can be contacted on – 01224 785380 or email outofschoolclubs@aberdeenshire.gov.uk for more information.
Parent Staff Council 

Fishermoss School has an active and supportive Parent Staff Council (PSC).  The PSC encourages parent involvement in the development of the school.  They also organise fund raising events which supports the provision of school resources.    During term 1 all parents are invited to attend the Parent Staff Council (PSC) AGM to hear all about their good work and to form a committee for the year.  More information will be given in the new term.
Fishermoss Football Association 

Many of our children enjoy a weekly training session to develop their football skills.  Jim Kier (current chairperson) has potentially requested a let for our new Primary 1 children on a Monday night from 6-7pm.  This will depend on finding coaches to run the team.  The football association will pay for all relevant checks and courses.  If you are interested in becoming a Primary 1 coach or volunteer helper, please contact the school office who will forward your details to the chairperson.  There will also be a Fishermoss Football Association AGM to form a committee for the year.  Information will be sent as soon as a date is confirmed.
How Can You Support Your Child?
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· Make sure your child gets plenty of sleep!
· Read to your child every day - make it a habit!  Make reading a cosy, shared experience.  
· Talk about the pictures and link them to your child’s life and interests.
· Now and again when you are reading a story draw their attention to the words and show them that you are reading from left to right, line by line, from the top of the page to the bottom.

· Draw their attention to words in everyday life; the name of your street, the words on signs, food packaging pictures and words, etc.

· If your child wishes to write their name, please don’t use CAPITALS, but lower case i.e. Peter not PETER, Jane not JANE.

· Encourage drawing and colouring to develop pencil control.
· Baking and playing with toys like play dough encourages the development of fine motor control.
Let Your Child Help Around The House
· This often helps your child understand how numbers occur in life.

· Let them help set the table and ask......... ‘How many forks have I set out?’

· ‘How many knives will we need?’  ‘How many cups will we need?’
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· Sort household items, buttons, bottle tops, into:  different sizes, different colours, smooth or rough, large or small etc.

· Ask them to find one blue sock, two shoes, three red crayons, four forks etc.

· Concentrate on numbers 0 – 10.

· Enjoy time outside – this can help develop gross motor skills – visit the park, etc.
· Over the summer continue to meet up with family and friends to develop language and social skills.
Things to Practise Before Coming to School
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	dress, undress and turn clothes the right way out
	remove a coat, hat and gloves and hang them up
	put on and take off shoes
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	wash and dry hands
	use the toilet properly and flush after use
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	use a knife and fork
	share toys and take turns
	clear and tidy away toys
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	listen to and look at the person talking
	act responsibly
	want to try new activities


REMEMBER, make it a game, smile and give plenty of praise when they do a job well.

Due to the current Covid-19 situation, please also work with your child to understand social distancing including not sharing their own toys from home with each other, regular hand washing, coughing/sneezing into their sleeve, etc.  Thank you 😊
What your child needs to bring to school in August:
· A big smile!
· School uniform - see uniform section in school handbook/website.

· Snack for playtime - one they can/will eat.

· Water bottle to drink through the day, water only.  This should be taken home daily to be washed.
· They should have shorts for gym - see school handbook/website.

· It is also helpful for each child to have an apron (old shirt) for art and craft activities.
· Pencils and coloured pencils in a small pencil case.

Please Remember!

· They should have suitable outdoor clothing for intervals.  Remember cosy things - hats, gloves, waterproof jacket. 
· Name your child’s clothes and belongings.  Make sure they recognise their own belongings. 

· Daily check your child’s bag and green folder for letters.

· Make sure your child is secure about lunch and home time arrangements.  Contact school if these have to change during the course of the day.

· Do not take a child whose parent has not appeared - direct them back into the teacher or the school office.

· Please return response slips promptly.

· If your child feels unwell keep them at home!  If a child has had sickness or an upset tummy they should be kept at home 48 hours after the last occurrence.

· When your child is to be absent please call the school office before 9:30am.  If there is an unexplained absence we contact a parent at 9:30 to check that the child is safe at home.

· Update the school office with any personal changes e.g. address, email address or emergency contacts.

Almost all children settle into school very quickly but remember if there are any problems or questions get in touch sooner rather than later.
Telephone Number – 01224 472875
Ask for either the class teacher, Mrs Margaret Ferguson (Head Teacher), or Miss Dawn Anderson (Depute Head Teacher) and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

We very much look forward to welcoming your child to Primary 1 at Fishermoss School.

When your child first starts school it can be an extremely emotional time.  Not just for them, but for us parents too.  The poem below perfectly sums up how many parents feel.  Be warned you may need a tissue but isn't it nice to know we all feel exactly the same when our little ones head off into the big wide world without us? 

Dear Teacher,

I know you're rather busy, first day back, there's just no time, 
a whole new class of little ones and this one here is mine.

I'm sure you have things covered and have done this lots before, 
but my boy is very little, he hasn't long turned four.

In his uniform this morning, he looked so tall and steady,
but now beside your great big school I’m not quite sure he’s ready.

Do you help them eat their lunch? Are you quick to soothe their fears? 
And if he falls and hurts his knee will someone dry his tears?

And what if no-one plays with him? What if someone’s mean? 
What if two kids have a fight and he’s caught in between?

You’re right, I have to leave now it’s time for him to go 
I’m sure he’ll learn so much from you, things that I don’t know.

Yes, I’m sure they settle quickly, that he’s fine now without me, 
I know he has to go to school, it’s just so fast. You see, 
it seems like just a blink ago I first held him in my arms, 
it’s been my job to love, to teach, to keep him safe from harm.

So, when I wave goodbye in a moment and he turns to walk inside, 
forgive me if I crumple into tears of loss and pride. 

I know as I give him one more kiss and watch him walk away, 
that he’ll never again be wholly mine as he was before today.

Tissue yet? If not, the teacher's reply might set you off...

Dear Parent,

I understand that you are scared to wave your child goodbye 
and leave him in a teacher’s hands - don’t worry if you cry!

I’m used to weeping parents, it’s hard to leave I know. 
But it’s time to share him (just a bit) to help him learn and grow.

Let me reassure you that I’ll give your child my best, 
I’ll wipe his tears, soothe his fears and change his dirty vest!

If your darling child is full of cold I’ll blow their nose all day, 
just like you, I’ll care for them in a special way.

I’ll treat him like I would my own I’ll catch him from a fall 
and if there is ANY problem I’ll be sure to tell you all.

It’s true he’ll grow to love us, they’ll talk of school a lot, 
it doesn’t mean they hate you and that you should lose the plot!

I’ll tell you a secret... That when your child is here, 
they talk to me as much of you of this please have no fear.

You’ll always be their mother, whilst teachers come and go, 
to them you are their number one, this I truly know.

Soon you’ll see some changes, in your little girl or boy, 
they’ll become more independent and to see this, it’s a joy!

I’ll teach them all I have to give, to share, climb and to write, 
but to you they safely will return to tuck them in at night.

With love from a teacher…

Credit: Dear Teacher written by Emma Robinson, Dear Parent written by Leonie Roberts  

