P7 Newsletter
Term 1
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to Fishermoss School after seven weeks of Summer holidays!  I am sure you will be finding it hard to believe that your child is in P7 and has now started their final year at Fishermoss.  
We are very much looking forward to working with the new pupils and families in our class this year.  We are also really hoping for a return of many of the opportunities and experiences that we usually have for our P7s.  Fingers crossed!!
At the end of this term, we will have our first opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and how they are settling in to P7 at our parent consultations.  More information will be communicated about this nearer the time. 
If you do have any questions before then please feel free to get in touch with Mrs Morrison (Tuesday-Friday) or Mrs Rennie (Monday) by putting a note in the diary or contacting the school.
We will be welcoming a student teacher to our class from Monday 12th September.  This will be for three weeks this term and they will join us again for six weeks during term 2.  
Mrs Morrison and Mrs Rennie
Homework Diaries

Pupils should ensure they have their diary with them in school every day.  Diaries may be used to record reading, homework, general information or to communicate with you.  

At the end of each term we will complete an “Effort, Attitude and Behaviour” report page in the homework diary.  Once you have received this, we would be grateful if you could discuss this with your child and both add a comment in the appropriate box. 

Homework 

Reading will be taught twice a week, either on a Monday/Thursday or Tuesday/Friday and will usually be accompanied by a book detective task to complete at home.  This will start in week 3 to allow us time to group pupils.  The book detective task explanations can be found near the front of the homework diaries if pupils need a reminder of what to do.  Please continue to talk to your child about the task and support them in completing it to the best of their ability.  
Spelling activities will be completed in class on Thursdays, pupils will then copy the words into their yellow spelling jotter to continue learning at home.  

Additional homework such as Maths or Topic will be issued this term. Please note this will not be every week as we will set homework to match class work.  As much as possible, homework will be set on Google classroom and pupils will be encouraged to write the task and due date in their homework diaries.
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P.E
This term we will have P.E on Mondays (Mrs Rennie) and Thursdays (Mrs Morrison).  P.E will usually be in the gym hall this term.  Pupils have the option to come dressed for P.E on Mondays and Thursdays or can change in preparation for the lesson. 
Pupils will participate in a range of team games and fitness activities this term.  We also have a four week block of rugby on Thursdays starting on Thursday 22nd September.  This will be outdoors so pupils will need appropriate clothing and footwear.
Maths 

In our numeracy work we will focus on place value, ordering and sequencing numbers to 1000000 and beyond. We will also develop our estimation and rounding skills to help check our answers.  
Later in the term, we will revise addition and subtraction strategies before moving on to addition and subtraction using two decimal places.  We will also revise all multiplication tables.  We would encourage pupils to spend some time learning tables they are unfamiliar with by using page 10 in their homework diary. 
Pupils will also complete a block of work on “Time”.  This will involve revision of using 12 and 24 hour time, interpreting timetables and calculating time intervals.

Social Studies 
This term our project will be World War Two.  We will begin the project by learning about the events that led to the outbreak of World War Two.  Pupils will work independently, and with others, to find out more about what it was like to live in Britain during the war.  
Literacy 
In literacy we will develop our understanding of text through a range of questioning skills. We will have the opportunity to read for enjoyment in class and discuss this with others.  We have already started reading our class novel, linked to our topic, called “Carrie’s War”. 
In writing we will focus on both imaginative writing and functional writing.  We will work on adding description to our imaginative stories.  Pupils will have the opportunity to create texts linked to our class topic and write personal pieces of writing. 
We will continue to work on developing the correct use of punctuation such as speech marks, apostrophes, and commas. We will also improve the presentation of our work through regular opportunities to develop our handwriting skills.
Ms Ruxton will further develop our French and Spanish speaking and listening skills on Mondays.
Learning Celebration Books 
Pupils will be encouraged to take responsibility for updating their learning celebration books regularly.  
Learning celebration books will be sent home regularly for pupils to share and celebrate with you.   We would be grateful if you could comment in the jotter when you have read and discussed it with your child.  
Class Rules

· Always respect the feelings of other people and their privacy.

· Look after property and keep the classroom clean. 

· Be kind, polite, helpful and honest.

· Listen to others’ ideas and never talk over each other.

· Be positive about your work, encourage others and never give up.

· Judge people by their actions and not how they look. 

Opportunities
There are a number of exciting opportunities available to P7 pupils over the year.  We have made pupils aware of the following opportunities open to them in the coming weeks and have listed them for you to discuss with your child.    
Play Leaders

Pupils completed their Play Leader training last year and will be placed on a rota to use their training to lead games in the playground for younger pupils. 

Wet Weather Monitors
Pupils can volunteer to support younger classes during indoor break and lunchtimes during bad weather.
Pupil Council Representative
P7 will have a Pupil Council Representative who will represent our class at meetings, take notes and feedback our views and ideas.  Pupils have been asked to think about if they would like to be considered for this role. 
Volunteering
P7s have previously participated in a volunteering scheme where they would volunteer in the community, school or at home.  Pupils would record their hours and would be awarded at the end of the school year.  We have registered for the scheme and are awaiting further information on how we can take part. 
Maths Challenge
Pupils have the opportunity to take part in the Scottish Maths Challenge.  This involves completing a set of maths problems, three times, over the school year.  This is most suited to pupils who feel they are able in maths and can commit to completing the additional work at home.  At the end of the session pupils are awarded Gold, Silver or Bronze depending on their scores.  
Dates for your Diary

Thursday 8th September 6.30 – Activity Week/Residential Trip meeting
Wednesday 5th October 6.00-8.30 and Thursday 6th October 3.45-6.15 – Parent consultations 
Friday 14th October – Last day of term 1
