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[image: image6.wmf]Over the coming weeks we look forward to supporting your child as they prepare to make the transition into Primary 1.  This booklet provides information about the move and some suggestions of activities that you can undertake at home with your child.  This will all be covered at the Induction meeting - 8th May 2024 at 6:30pm at Fishermoss School.
Our school website is currently being updated with many resources to inform and support you as a family with this important transition for your child.  

https://fishermoss.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/primary-1-transition/
Activities for New Primary 1 Pupils 2024
Induction Activities with Miss Anderson (DHT)
Thursday 6th June- 10-11am or 2-3pm (Please contact the school office with your choice of time)
· Miss Anderson will meet the children in our playground near the hopscotch game at 2pm.  Parents should collect their child here at 3pm.
· If your child attends Fishermoss Nursery on a Thursday, the children will be taken to the hopscotch area with Fishermoss Nursery staff who will remain and support the session.  You will not need to make a choice of time.  Your child should be dropped off and picked up as usual from nursery at their usual time.
Thursday 13th June- 10-11am or 2-3pm (Please contact the school office with your choice of time)
· As above but new activities!

Both of the above sessions will be indoor, but we may venture outside to the playground, so please ensure your child is appropriately dressed.
Please ensure that your child has been to the toilet before coming to the session.
Thank you 😊
Meet the Teacher – Thursday 27th June - 2.15-3pm
At the ‘Meet the Teacher’ the teacher will introduce themselves, read a story and talk about all the exciting things your child will experience in Primary 1.  During the visit your child will also get to know their surroundings e.g. P1 classroom, toilets, cloakroom, where they line up, etc.
· Miss Anderson will meet the children in our playground near the hopscotch game at 2:15pm.  Parents should collect their child here at 3pm.

· If your child attends Fishermoss Nursery on a Thursday pm, the children will be taken to the hopscotch area with Fishermoss Nursery staff who will remain and support the session.    Your child should be dropped off and picked up as usual from nursery at their usual time.

After Summer
Your child will start school on Tuesday 20th August (9:10am – 3:10pm).  For the first two days we will start slightly later and have an earlier pick up, this will support your child get used to the lining up routine in a quieter environment.  On Thursday 22nd August timings will be as the rest of the school (9am-3:20pm).  Lining up arrangements will be shared later this term once classes have been confirmed.

There will be a P1 Curriculum Event held early in term 1 explaining the curriculum and activities that your child will undertake.  There will also be a Parent Consultation for you to discuss your child’s progress.  You are of course welcome to contact the school at any time to speak to a member of staff.  Information on the above events will be given out at the beginning of next session (Aug 2024).
After School Club

Great Western Out of Schools Club provide after school provision, if you wish to make use of this service they can be contacted on – 01224 780999 or email portlethen@greatwesternnps.co.uk for more information.


Parent Staff Council 

Fishermoss School has an active and supportive Parent Staff Council (PSC).  The PSC encourages parent involvement in the development of the school.  They also organise fund raising events which supports the provision of school resources.  During term 1 all parents are invited to attend the Parent Staff Council (PSC) AGM to hear all about their good work and to form a committee for the year.  More information will be given in the new term.
Active Schools - Active Schools Coordinator:  Rebecca Ripley
The fundamental aim of Active Schools is to offer school-aged children the motivation and opportunities to adopt active and healthy lifestyles. This initiative recognizes the need for more extra-curricular opportunities for children to get physically active. The coordinators’ role is not just about getting children to take part in formal sport but also (walking or cycling to school), play (games, skipping etc) and dance. We like to utilise the local strengths within Portlethen by linking with current community clubs and groups.  

Welcome to Active Schools Aberdeenshire - Live, Life Aberdeenshire (livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk)
How Can You Support Your Child?
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· Make sure your child gets plenty of sleep!
· Read to your child every day - make it a habit!  Make reading a cosy, shared experience.  
· Talk about the pictures and link them to your child’s life and interests.
· Now and again when you are reading a story draw their attention to the words and show them that you are reading from left to right, line by line, from the top of the page to the bottom.

· Draw their attention to words in everyday life; the name of your street, the words on signs, food packaging pictures and words, etc.

· If your child wishes to write their name, please don’t use CAPITALS, but lower case i.e. Peter not PETER, Jane not JANE.

· Encourage drawing and colouring to develop pencil control.
· Baking and playing with toys like play dough encourages the development of fine motor control.
Let Your Child Help Around The House
· This often helps your child understand how numbers occur in life.

· Let them help set the table and ask......... ‘How many forks have I set out?’
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‘How many knives will we need?’  ‘How many cups will we need?’

· Sort household items, buttons, bottle tops, into:  different sizes, different colours, smooth or rough, large or small etc.

· Ask them to find one blue sock, two shoes, three red crayons, four forks etc.

· Concentrate on numbers 0 – 10.
· Enjoy time outside – this can help develop gross motor skills – visit the park, etc.
· Over the summer continue to meet up with family and friends to develop language and social skills.
Things to Practise Before Coming to School
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	dress, undress and turn clothes the right way out
	remove a coat, hat and gloves and hang them up
	put on and take off shoes
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	wash and dry hands
	use the toilet properly and flush after use
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	use a knife and fork
	share toys and take turns
	clear and tidy away toys
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	listen to and look at the person talking
	act responsibly
	want to try new activities


REMEMBER, make it a game, smile and give plenty of praise when they do a job well.

What your child needs to bring to school in August:
· A big smile!
· School uniform - see uniform section in school handbook/website.

· Snack for playtime - one they can/will eat.

· Water bottle to drink through the day, water only.  This should be taken home daily to be washed.
· They can take in shorts for gym - see school handbook/website.

· It is also helpful for each child to have an apron (old shirt) for art and craft activities.
· Pencils and coloured pencils in a small pencil case.

Please Remember!

· They should have suitable outdoor clothing.  Remember cosy things - hats, gloves, waterproof jacket. 
· Name your child’s clothes and belongings.  Make sure they recognise their own belongings. 

· Daily check your child’s bag and green folder for letters.

· Make sure your child is secure about lunch and home time arrangements.  Contact school if these have to change during the course of the day.

· Do not take a child whose parent has not appeared - direct them back into the teacher or the school office.

· Please return response slips promptly – usually by Microsoft Forms.

· If your child feels unwell keep them at home!  If a child has had sickness or an upset tummy they should be kept at home 48 hours after the last occurrence.

· When your child is to be absent please call the school office before 9:30am.  If there is an unexplained absence we contact a parent at 9:30 to check that the child is safe at home.

· Update the school office with any personal changes e.g. address, email address or emergency contacts.

Almost all children settle into school very quickly but remember if there are any problems or questions get in touch sooner rather than later.
Telephone Number – 01224 472875
Email - fishermoss.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

Ask for either the class teacher, Mrs Margaret Ferguson (Head Teacher), or Miss Dawn Anderson (Depute Head Teacher) and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

We very much look forward to welcoming your child to Primary 1 at Fishermoss School.

